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Ushering in the Jubilee Year 


MID the greatest solemnity, accompanied later 
A by the indescribable enthusiasm of huge throngs. 
Pope Pius XI opened the great Holy Door at St. 
Peter’s basilica on December 31, 1924, thereby usher- 
ing in for the first time since 1900 the Holy Year, 
which will bring millions of pilgrims to Rome from 
every corner of the globe. A most impressive audi- 
ence witnessed the ceremony. Twenty-seven Cardi- 
nals and sixty Bishops in their colorful vestments at- 
tended, and many members of royal families were in 
the tribunes. Not a single untoward incident marked 
the historic ritual. The Holy Door actually fell in at 
11:25. It yielded to the Pontiff’s third blow, struck 
with great force, breaking the small. black marble 
cross placed in its center when it was walled up in 
1900. Those nearby hastened to gather up the frag- 
ments. 


TWENTY-SEVEN CARDINALS ATTEND 


Among those who attended the ceremony were 
Cardinals Vico, Granito, Merry Del Val, Mercier, 
Gasparri, Van Rossum, Lega, Gasquet, Fruhwirth, 
Scapinelli, Ranuzzi, Sbarretti, Giorgi, Silj, Ehrle, 
Ragnosi, Tacci, Locatelli, Bonzano, Touchet, Bisleti, 
Billot, Laurento, Mori, Sincero, Lucidi and Galli. 
Present in the royal tribune were Queen Olga of 
Greece, with the Princes Christopher and Andrea and 
the Princesses Alice, Irene and Theodora of Greece; 
and Princesses Josephine and Stephanie of Belgium, 
with the consort of the latter. In the tribune for the 
Pope’s relatives were Commandatore Ratti, his Holi- 
ness’ brother, with his wife and daughters, and the 
Pontiff’s sister, Miss Camilla Ratti. 

Many thousands, gathered in the basilica, viewed 
the great procession to the high altar after the cere- 
mony, where the Pontiff imparted the Apostolic 
blessing as they knelt. The great bell of St. Peter’s 
pealed out the glad tidings that the Holy Year had 
begun, and the hundreds of churches throughout the 
city joined in the proclamation. 
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PontirF Prays Berore RITE 


His Holiness did not go directly from his apart- 
ments to the Holy Door, but caused the procession 
to halt at the Sistine chapel, where he prayed devout- 
ly before the Blessed Sacrament. When the proces- 
sion was again taken up, it proceeded to the great 
nave of St. Peter’s. 

The splendor and solemnity of the procession were 
almost beyond description. All the ecclesiastics were 
in their full vestments, the varied colors striking deep 
contrasts as Cardinals with train-bearers, mitred ab- 
bots and brown-clad monks passed by. The pictures- 
que garb of the Swiss guard added their color. 

A flourish of silver trumpets announced the arrival 
of the Pope, and all knelt as he prayed, then mounted 
to the Holy Door for the crowning event of the cere- 
mony. The responses prescribed for the occasion 
were sung and the Pontiff raised the gold hammer 
which had previously been given to him by the Episco- 
pate of the Church. When at the third stroke the 
door fell on the casters prepared for it, his Holiness 
knelt on the threshold and sang the Te Deum. Then 
he rose and was the first to pass through, followed by 
his attendants. 


In the meantime, the three Cardinals ‘designated 
by the Pope were opening the Holy Doors at the 
three other Holy Year basilicas in Rome. In the 
afternoon, all four were thrown open to the public and 
thousands flocked to them to make the initial devo- 
tions of the Holy Year. 


Peace, Pontirr’s YuLE PLea 


The Holy Year had a prominent part in the Christ- 
mas wishes of the Holy Father, which he presented 
before the ceremony of the opening of the Holy 
Door. Replying to Cardinal Vannutelli’s address of 
greeting, his Holiness thanked the Cardinal and de- 
clared that he rejoiced that the good wishes of this 
year are redoubled with joy through the coincidence 
of Christmas and the beginning of the Jubilee Year. 
A wish that this Christmas might bring true peace 
not only to individuals but also to social classes and 
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whole nations, was the chief theme of the Pontiff’s 
address. He added that he also hoped the New Year 
would bring a truly new spiritual life to the world. 

“Over Christmas and New Years extends like a 
rainbow of peace the Holy Jubilee, sweet comfort 
after a year of so much tribulations,” he said. 

The thronging of pilgrims to Rome will be another 
pledge of peace, he continued. These pilgrims will 
find at Rome others evangelized by the missionaries 
and now represented at their common Father’s house 
by the Missionary Exhibition. 

His Holiness concluded with his blessing; with the 
three-fold joyful wish for Christmas, for the new year 
and for the Jubilee. 

When the Cardinal Vicar, accompanied by the Holy 
Year Committee, on the day before Christmas pre- 
sented to the Pontiff the golden hammer with which 
he later opened the Holy Door, he expressed himself 
as greatly pleased with the gift, and admired the fine 
workmanship of the hammer. He thanked the com- 


mittee and all who gave to make the gift possible. 








JUBILEES OF THE PAST 


The Jubilees of the Past 


Ricut Rev. Mer. Enrico Pucci 
Rome Correspondent, N. C. U. C. 


HE Holy Year which was ushered in with the 

opening of the Holy Door of St. Peter’s on 
Christmas Eve, is the twenty-second of these Years of 
Jubilee, the first celebration of which there is authen- 
tic record having taken place under Pope Boniface 
VIII in the year 1300. In making proclamation of the 
extraordinary indulgences to be gained by pilgrims 
who fulfilled the obligations of the occasion, Pope 
Boniface referred to a tradition that a somewhat 
similar call to the faithful had been issued a hundred 
years before. There is nothing to show that this was 
more thah a tradition and most authorities concede 
that the first Holy Year as now known was instituted 
by Boniface himself. 


By this Bull the Pope not only called the faithful 
.to Rome during the year 1300, which was named the 
Jubilee Year in accord with the year Jubel established 
by the Hebrew law at the beginning of every fifty 
years, when slaves were freed and debts cancelled, but 
ordained that every hundred years thereafter a similar 
Holy Year with its opportunity to obtain freedom 
from sin and cancellation of spiritual debts should be 
observed. 


This Jubilee proclaimed by Boniface VIII was re- 
ceived with the greatest enthusiasm by the Christian 
world. It is calculated that not less than 2,000,000 
pilgrims came to Rome and the Pope was obliged to 
have grain and food sent from Sicily and provisions 
from the neighboring cities. Dante Alighieri, who 
was among the pilgrims, describes in his “Divine 
Comedy” the Ponte S. Angelo crowded by people who 
flowed into St. Peter’s across the bridge, which was 
divided into two parts by a railing, one for the en- 
trance and the other for return. 

Among the illustrious persons who visited Rome 
on this occasion were Charles of Valois, brother of 
Philip the Fair, King of France, with his wife Cather- 
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ine, niece of the Emperor of Constantinople, and 
Charles the Hammer, King of Hungary. 

The Second Holy Year was celebrated while Rome 
was without a Pope who resided at Avignon. This 
was Pope Clement VI who shortened the period (be- 
tween one Jubilee and the other) one hundred to fifty 
years, and in 1350 the same indulgences as in the year 
1300 were proclaimed at Avignon for the pilgrims who 
would visit Rome. But the Pope unfortunately did 
not come. He was represented by his Delegate, the 
Cardinal Caetani. It was the Romans who solicited 
the Pope to proclaim this Jubilee through their am- 
bassadors, the celebrated Cola di Rienzo and the great 
poet Francesco Petrarch. 

Notwithstanding the absence of the Pope and the 
rigid winter of that year, the crowd of pilgtims was 
no less imposing than at the first Jubilee. From 
Christmas to Easter 1,000,000 pilgrims had already 
been counted; and between Ascension and Pentecost 
not less than 800,000. Among the personages who be- 
came pilgrims in this year were St. Brigid of Sweden 
with St. Catherine, her daughter. Besides Cardinal 
Caetani, who had come to Rome as Pope’s Legate, 
were Cardinals Guy of Boulogne and Cycriacus of 
Limoges. 

In 1389 Urban VI, the Pope during whose Pontifi- 
cate commenced the sad “Schism of the West,” an- 
nounced the Third Holy Year without waiting for 
fifty years to pass since the last, in order to strengthen 
by this means the spiritual unity of the Church by 
obedience to the Pope. However, he died before the 
time and the Jubilee was celebrated in 1390 by his 
successor, Boniface IX. In consequence of the dis- 
orders which rent the Church at this time the crowd 
of Faithful was smaller than on the- preceding 
occasions, 

Boniface IX, ten years after, at the close of the 
century, announced the fourth Holy Year, omitting, 
however, the solemn publication of the Bull. The 
crowd of pilgrims was enormous, in spite of the efforts 
of the antipopes to prevent their coming to Rome. 
Wenceslaus, King of Bohemia, who came to Rome 
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to implore pardon for his sins, and especially for the 
martyrdom inflicted on St. John Nepomucene, was 
among the pilgrims. In this year the Pope solemnly 
canonized St. Brigid. 

WHEN War BLOCKED PILGRIMS 


The Fifth Holy Year was proclaimed by Martin V 
in 1423, a few years after the Council of Constance 
had demonstrated the unity of the Catholic Church, 
but the war that raged in Naples and threatened 
Rome, so near by, prevented a large gathering of 
people. 

Under Martin’s successor, Nicholas V, the pious 
custom again flourished and the Sixth Holy Year was 
observed in 1450, The throng was so enormous that 
several accidents occurred. The parapet of Ponte 
Sant’ Angelo broke as the crowd rushed to St. Peter’s 
to venerate the Holy Face, and about 200 people were 
suffocated or drowned. The Pope, greatly grieved, 
had several houses near the bridge destroyed, so as 
to make a piazza (square) to enable the crowd to pass 
through. Among the great people that year were 
Ferdinand, King of Naples, with the Queen; John, 
Duke of Saxony; Alphonse, Duke of Calabria; Andrea 
Paleologo, Prince of Peloponneso and Leonardo 
Tocco, Duke of Dalmatia. The Pope himself, with 
exemplary piety, took part in the ceremonies at the 
Basilicas, and hidden among the crowd were St. Rita 
da Cascia and St. Diego the Franciscan. 

Sixtus IV in 1475 celebrated the Seventh Holy Year, 
and ordained that in the future it should be celebrated 
every twenty-five years. Pilgrims came in great num- 
bers notwithstanding the fact that in many regions 
plague had broken out. Among the illustrious visitors 
were Ferdinand, King of Naples; Christian, King of 
Denmark ; Charlotte, Queen of Cyprus, and Katherine, 
Queen of Bosnia. 

The Eighth Holy Year was celebrated in 1500 by 
Alexander VI who introduced the rites of the opening 
and closing of the Holy Door. The proclamation was 
made with great solemnity to the sound of trumpets 
in Piazza San Pietro. For the opening of the Holy 
Door, search was first made for an old door which 
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according to tradition was opened by Boniface IX 
at the Jubilee in 1400; but it was not found, so then 
the Pope ordered that one should be made purposely. 
The faithful came from all parts of Europe in im- 
mense numbers and with extraordinary piety. The 
Pope, accompanied by members of the Sacred College 
and the Court, often visited the four Basilicas during 
the year. 


The Ninth Holy Year was celebrated in 1525 by Pope 
Clement VII. The concourse of pilgrims was not so 
great as at the previous Jubilee because the victory of 
the Reformation in Germany and Northern States of 
Europe had broken the unity of the Christian family. 
Clement VII, though he had been elected Pontiff on 
November 14, 1523, had not yet taken possession of 
the Roman Cathedral which is the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran. He decided to perform this solemn act dur- 
ing Holy Year, and in fact did so on the first of May. 
After the magnificent ceremony he announced that an 
alliance had been concluded between the Christian 
Princes against the Turks. 


Pope Paul III, who proclaimed the Tenth Holy 
Year, died in November, 1549, and it was celebrated by 
his successor, Julius III. But the opening of the Holy 
Door did not take place on Christmas Eve because 
the vacancy to the Apostolic See was protracted until 
February 8, 1550. The new Pope on the twenty-fourth 
of the same month issued a new Bull and opened the 
Holy Door. .The Faithful who flocked to Rome were 
nearly all Italians, because the other nations were rent 
by the Protestant heresy. The pilgrims were numer- 
ous and the Pope gave orders to lodge them worthily. 
It was then that the Apostle of Rome, St. Philip Neri, 
founded the archconfraternity of the Holy Trinity, so 
as to lodge the pilgrims. Throughout that year mem- 
bers of this pious organization, composed of the 
noblest and most illustrious persons, vied with each 
other in helping the pilgrims, doing the humblest 
services and providing lodgings for as many as 600 
pilgrims a day. Among the most illustrious people 
who took part in that Jubilee were St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, St. Francis Borgia, Michelangelo Buonarroti 
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and Giorgio Vasari, historian of Italian painting and a 
good artist himself. 

Gregory XIII in 1575 celebrated the Eleventh Holy 
Year. At the opening of the Holy Door Prince Ernest 
of Bavaria was present and to him the Pope presented 
the hammer that he had used. Duke Frederich of 
Cleves, nephew of Maximilian, received the blessed 
biretta and rapier which the Popes used to confer on 
illustrious Christian princes. The young Duke died 
that year in Rome. During his illness the Pope visited 
him and at his death arranged for a solemn funeral. 

Tne influx of pilgrims was immense; the Trinity 
Hospice, where St. Philip Neri repeated the charity 
of the previous Jubilee, alone gave hospitality to 
360,000 persons. Throughout that year the population 
of Rome daily increased by 100,000 foreigners who 
came to Rome to gain the Jubilee indulgences. The 
Pope in order to provide food took 50,000 gold scudi 
from the treasury, and established a vast granary in 
the baths of Diocletian. 

St. CHARLES BorroMgEo A PILGRIM 

Among the illustrious people who participated in 
this Jubilee were St. Charles Borromeo, St. Felice of 
Cantalice, the Duke of Parma and the Duchess of 
Urbino, and Torquato Tasso, the poet who wrote 
“Terusalem Liberated.” The Pope gave examples of 
the greatest piety during the year, and although he 
was 80 years old, he went many times on foot to visit 
the Basilicas. 

The twelfth Holy Year was celebrated by Clement 
VIII in 1600. The multitude was extraordinary. Some 
contemporaries calculated that during that year no 
less than 3,000,000 visited Rome. Among them were 
many from Germany and other regions fallen into 
heresy. From France, where Henry IV only a short 
time before had abjured Protestantism, came at least 
300,000 pilgrims. The Pope during the year visited 
the Basilicas sixty times and was a marvelous example 
to all, receiving the pilgrims and washing their feet, 
and listening to their confessions like a simple priest. 

Among the well-known persons who took part that 
year were the Cardinal of Austria who came incognito 
with a few companions and dressed as a simple pil- 
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grim, the Duke of Parma, Count of Lemos, Viceroy of 
Naples, the Grand Master of the Order of Malta with 
a hundred Knights, the Duke of Bavaria and the Arch- 
duke Ferdinand of Austria, with Marianne, his wife. 
Many heretics also came to Rome out of curiosity, 
who, moved by the piety and charity with which the 
Jubilee was celebrated, were converted to the Catholic 
Faith. There were more than 400 converts, including 
Duke Frederic of Wittemberg and Stephen Calvin, a 


relative of the leader of the sect of heretics that bears 
his name. 


Urban VIII in 1625 celebrated the thirteenth Holy 
Year. Again pilgrims flocked, notwithstanding the 
plague existing at Naples, in immense numbers. The 
confraternity of the Trinity gave hospitality to 500,- 
000, and that of Gonfalone to 300,000. All of the other 
confraternities competed with each other in receiving 
the pilgrims and those that had not large premises 
rented a number of private houses. Among the people 
who took part in the Jubilee are mentioned Ladislaus, 
King of Sweden, son of the King of Poland, the Arch- 
duke Leopold of Austria, brother of the Emperor, the 
Duke of Alcali, representing the King of Spain, and a 
special deputation from the Venetian Republic. There 
were also many conversions to Catholicism, among 
them Gabriel Besim, Prince of Transylvania. During 
the year the Pope canonized St. Elizabeth, Queen of 
Portugal, and beatified Andrew Avellino and Felix. 

The fourteenth Holy Year was celebrated by Inno- 
cent X in 1650. War raged in France and Spain and 
it was thought that this would impede the flow of pil- 
grims, but the number again was very great. The 
Confraternity of the Trinity alone received 335,000. 
Matteo and Leopold, brothers of the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany, and Princess Anne, daughter of the Emperor 
Ferdinand III, the Infanta Mary of Savoy and Queen 
Christina of Sweden were among those who made the 
journey. There were many conversions, among them 
Christopher Rantzow, who wrote to his friend, George 
Calixte: “You said to me that at Rome I should be 
disgusted by the superstition and novelty. Instead 
the image of the whole universal Church, filled with 
ancient piety and holiness was mirrored in my soul.” 
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The fifteenth Holy Year was celebrated by Clement 
X in 1675. At the opening of the Holy Door 200,000 - 
pilgrims were present and for this, the Pope, that there 
might be room for this immense ‘crowd to participate 
at the ceremony, before proceeding to the opening 
made a solemn procession in Piazza San Pietro. In 
all the year there were 1,400,000 pilgrims. Among 
the famous people were Queen Christina of Sweden, 
the brothers Philip and James from Bosnia, and the 
Princess Sophia Mansfelt Dietrichstein. That year the 
Pope beatified John of the Cross and Francis Salono. 


The sixteenth Holy Year was proclaimed by Inno- 
cent XII in 1700. Being very infirm His Holiness 
could not open the Holy Door, so he appointed Car- 
dinal Emmanuel de Bouillon to take his place. As 
Pope Innocent died on September 27 of that year, the 
Jubilee was closed by his successor Clement IX. The 
old Pope had visited St. Peter’s for the first time on 
May 2 and before his death he had been able to visit 
the holy Basilicas a few times, although with great 
difficulty. The new Pope made his first appearance 
after going on a visit to the Basilicas accompanied by 
Cardinal Orsini who afterwards became Pope himself 
under the name of Benedict XIII and celebrated the 
succeeding Jubilee in 1725. 


The throng of pilgrims was enormous and on some 
days it was necessary to continue the distribution of 
Communion until evening. Among the pilgrims were 
Mary Casimir, widow of John Sobieski, King of 
Poland, who went to St. Peter’s barefooted, his sons 
the Princes James, Alexander and Constantine, 
Cosimo III, Grand Duke of Tuscany and Prince An- 
thony Farnese of Parma. 


Benedict XIII in 1725 celebrated the seventeenth 
Holy Year. That pious Pope frequently visited the 
Basilicas and during Carnival retired to Monte Mario, 
in the Convent of the Dominican Fathers, the order 
to which he belonged, to make spiritual exercises, 
unaccompanied by his court, like a simple monk. On 
April 15, the first Sunday after Easter, he inaugurated 
the Synod of the Roman Dioceses in the Lateran 
Basilica. This was the last synod celebrated in the 
city. 
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Innumerable pilgrims arrived and among the most 
famous was Princess Violant of Bavaria, widow of 
the Grand Duke of Tuscany. The Pope himself con- 
firmed the Count of Dietrichstein, who came to Rome 
and there was converted from Lutheranism to the 
Catholic Faith. 

CARDINALS’ CHURCHES RESTORED 

In 1750 Benedict XIV celebrated the eighteenth 
Holy Year and proclaimed it by his Bull Peregrin- 
antes, a copy of which was sent to all the Catholic 
sovereigns. In that Bull not only were the motives 
and spiritual advantages of the Jubilee explained, but 
it also strongly recommended that the Cardinals re- 
store their titular churches, and the clergy in general 
give more attention to their several church buildings. 
Several hundred thousands of pilgrims came to Rome. 

The nineteenth Holy Year was celebrated in 1775 
by Pius VI. Clement XIV had proclaimed it, but he 
died on September 22, 1774. The new Pope was 
elected on February 14, 1775, and therefore the Holy 
Door was only opened on June 26 of that year. About 
300,000 visited Rome, not a few of whom came from 
the East. Among the pilgrims were Charles Theo- 
dore, Palatine Elector of the Rhine, the Elector of 
Cologne, Archduke Maximilian of Austria, brother of 
Emperor Joseph II, the Duke of Gloucester, brother 
of the Stuart King of England, and the Margravine of 
Baretk, nephew of the King of Prussia. 

In 1800, when the activities of Napoleon con- 
vulsed all Europe, and Pius VII was elected Pope in 
the remote island of St. George in the Venetian La- 
goon, it was not possible to celebrate Holy Year. The 
interrupted celebration was resumed, however, by Leo 
XII in 1825 with the twentieth Holy Year. It was 
preceded by the preaching of missions in the principal 
squares of Rome by the best preachers of the time 
and more than once the Pope himself was present at 
them. During that year the pilgrims were nearly 
500,000 and the public manifestations of piety were 
truly edifying. The Pope, Cardinals and various 
princes who had come to gain the indulgences, often 
took part in the ceremonies. Among those present 
were Queen Mary Teresa, wife of Victor Emmanuel, 
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King of Sardinia, with her five daughters, one of whom 
was Ven. Mary Christiana, who afterwards became 
Queen of Naples; the Duke of Lucca with his consort 
Mary Teresa and sister Louise Charlotte, Princess of 
Saxony, Francis I, King of Naples, with Queen Mary 
Isabelle. 

In that year, of the Basilica of St. Paul there re- 
mained only the ruins after the terrible fire of 1823. 
The Pope substituted for that temple the Basilica of 
St. Mary in Trastevere, as had been done in the pre- 
ceding Holy Years, when the frequent inundations 
of the Tiber made access to the Basilica impossible. 

DISAPPOINTMENT OF Pius IX 


Pius IX, during his long reign saw the time pass 
twice when the Holy Year should have been cele- 
brated, without having the consolation of celebrating 
it. In 1850 he was exiled to Gaeta and could not re- 
enter his city until April 12 of that year. 

In 1875, only five years had elapsed since he had 
been deprived of the temporal power, and the condi- 
tions of Rome, the opposition of the Italian State 
would not permit him to call the Christians around 
the tombs of the Apostles. But as he did not want to 
deprive the world of the benefits of the Jubilee, in 
1875 he proclaimed the indulgences for all who in 
Rome, or elsewhere, fulfilled the stipulated acts of 
piety. 

The twenty-first Holy Year, which was celebrated 
in 1900 and is still remembered by a great many of 
those who are still living, was the Holy Year of Leo 
XIII. 

The venerable Pope, who was then ninety years of 
age and in the twenty-second of his Pontificate, 
wanted to celebrate Holy Year with the splendor of 
ancient times. He proclaimed the Jubilee on May 11, 
1899, the Day of the Ascension, with the Bull Proper- 
ante ad exitum. He issued the second proclamation 
on December 17, the third Sunday of Advent, and on 
December 24 opened the Holy Door in St. Peter’s, 
while the Cardinal Legates Satolli, Vincent Vannutelli 
and Oreglia opened the Holy Doors of St. John’s, St, 
Maria Maggiore and St. Paul’s. 
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The Holy Year of Jubilee 


Witrrip Parsons, S.J. 


N Ascension Thursday, 1924, Pope Pius XI, pro- 

claimed the year 1925, a year of Jubilee. On that 
occasion he informed the Christian world that the 
Faithful who come to Rome, and who after Confession 
and Communion, make ten visits to the four major 
basilicas of the city, St. Peter’s, St. Paul’s, St. Mary 
Major and St. John Lateran, may gain a plenary 
indulgence. From the earliest days of the Church it 
has been the law that those who wished to gain an in- 
dulgence, can do so only on performing some pious 
work. This pious work was commonly either some 
prayer, or almsgiving, or a pilgrimage to some holy 
place. The pious work peculiar to the Jubilee indul- 
gence is the pilgrimage to the tombs of the Apostles 
Peter and Paul. In early days, before railroads and 
steamships, this was no mean undertaking, yet Kings 
and Princes, monks and nuns, the wealthy and the 
poor, undertook the hardship all through the Middle 
Ages, and later lived and died happy in the knowledge 
that they had had the privilege to visit the Mother 
Church of Christendom, hear the voice of the Vicar 
of Christ and receive his blessing. 

Only those who visit the four churches in Rome 
may gain this indulgence, if they have gone to Confes- 
sion and Communion, and pray for the intention of 
the Pope. Those are the four conditions on which the 
indulgence may be gained. Moreover so anxious have 
the Popes been that the Faithful come to the center 
of Christendom, that they have suspended, as has 
the present Pope, all other indulgences for the living, 
except those for the Forty Hours, for saying the 
Angelus daily, and that of the Portiuncula at Assisi 
in Italy; and also the indulgence given at the hour 
of death. Indulgences for the dead, however, may 
be gained as usual, as may those of the living given 
by Cardinal-legates, Nuncios and Bishops. These re- 
strictions apply to Catholics in all parts of the world, 
for the whole year of Jubilee. Later, as was done in 
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1900, the Pope may probably extend the Jubilee so 
that it may be gained at home by those who will not 
have been able to make the pilgrimage to Rome, but 
would have gone if they could. 

Meanwhile through the foresight and kindness of 
the Pope certain classes of the Faithful can make the 
Jubilee this year without going to Rome. It will be 
interesting to recall who these privileged persons are. 
In general they are nuns, Sisters, Oblates, pious 
women living in community, and the girls being edu- 
cated by them and living under the same roof with 
them; likewise all girls and women boarding in col- 
leges and academies, even in those not directed by 
religious. Those also have this privilege who, of either 
sex, are held in captivity or in prison or houses of 
correction, or are prevented from going to Rome by 
illness or weakness, and all those who tend the sick 
in hospitals. Those also who have attained the age 
of seventy, and those who, earning their bread by 
daily labor, cannot give up that labor for so long a 
time, may also gain the Jubilee indulgence without 
going to Rome. The conditions required for all the 
persons are of course Confession and Communion, and 
such other pious works as shall have been prescribed 
for them by the Bishop or by confessors deputed by 
him. Moreover, certain privileges in the choice of a 
confessor are allowed, and the confessors of these 
persons have more extended faculties than usual. 
Those who gain the Jubilee in this way are also en- 
joined by the Pope to pray for the restoration of 
peace in the world, for the conversion of infidels, 
and for the freedom of the Holy Land from enemies 
of the Cross. All this may be found in the Constitu- 
tion Apostolico Muneri issued July 30, 1924. 

For a whole year then the eyes and thoughts of 
the Catholic world will be turned toward Rome. Those 
who actually go to Rome may well be envied. They 
will see the Pope, hear from the Vicar of Christ words 
of comfort and blessing, and kneel at the very spot 
where lie the bones of St. Peter, the Rock on whom 
Christ built His Church. To gain the indulgence they 
will visit the four great basilicas: St. Peter’s, by far 
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the vastest church in Christendom, with space inside 
for 80,000 people; St. John Lateran, “Mother and 
Head of all the churches of the City and the world,’ 
the Pope’s own Cathedral as Bishop of Rome; St. 
Paul-outside-the-gates, rebuilt in costly marble after 
the terrible fire of 1825, not far from the spot where 
the Apostle of the Gentiles was beheaded; and St. 
Mary Major, with its relic of the Crib of Christ, its 
amazing marbles, its roof decorated with gold given 
by Ferdinand and Isabella from the first gold brought 
from America. If they have time they will see some 
others of the 400 churches of the Eternal City, vener- 
ate the countless relics of martyrs and saints, stand 
on the spot where the martyrs shed their blood, 
walk the streets trod through centuries by holy men 
and women, kneel in the Catacombs, relive all the 
days of persecution and undying faith. Holy Rome! 


This is not the occasion for explaining the Church’s 
doctrine on indulgences, nor for defending it against 
the attacks of those who cannot or will not under- 
stand it. Catholics, however, may well be reminded 
what they gain by making the Jubilee pilgrimage. 
The Pope promises a plenary indulgence for those 
who fulfil the requisite conditions. As one who takes 
Christ’s place as ruler of Christians on earth, he has 
this power in the plenitude of spiritual power given 
by Christ to St. Peter and his successors in the See 
of Rome. Catholics know that when they sin mortally 
they incur the penalty of eternal damnation. When 
their sin is forgiven by God in confession, their guilt 
is absolved, and the eternal punishment remitted. 
There yet remains, however, a temporal punishment 
still to be undergone. If they die with this punish- 
ment still undischarged, they cannot enter God’s pres- 
ence until they have discharged it in Purgatory. They 
can, however, discharge this sentence while still in 
this life, and this may be done by indulgences. There 
yet remain, as it were in a treasury, merits gained 
on this earth by Christ, His Blessed Mother and the 
saints, a precious hoard of good works which the 
Pope allows us to appropriate for our own use by 
performing such good works, though far less in value 
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in themselves, as he may lay upon us to perform. 
This “indulgence,” this pardon that is, may discharge 
all the temporal punishment due us, if it is a plenary 
or full indulgence, or if it is aypartial indulgence, part 
of that punishment. An indulgence, then, is not a re- 
mission of the guilt of sin, for the simple reason that 
one cannot gain an indulgence unless he be in a state 
of grace, with the guilt, that is, of mortal sin, already 
absolved. Nor is it a permission to commit sin, nor 
ever was, nor ever will be. One can only become 
impatient with those who ever said it was such a per- 
mission. It is simply, as the Catechism says, “a re- 
mission in whole or in part, of the temporal punish- 
ment due to sin,” of which the guilt is already 
absolved. 

Small wonder, then, that the world will seem to 
flock to Rome this year. In former days when in 
ordinary times it was much harder to gain a plenary 
indulgence than it is now, it seemed the greatest 
event in a man’s life, if he could only go to Rome for 
the Jubilee. It may well be that the faith and devotion 
of modern Catholics, far from being weaker, are 
stronger. The scenes witnessed in the last Jubilee 
would seem to testify to that. This year, too, will un- 
doubtedly witness an outpouring of devotion to the 
Holy See, of faith and hope and charity, that may well 
make the unbelieving world rub its eyes and ask if 
indeed God has abandoned His people. May the open- 
ing of the Holy Door of St. Peter’s let loose a flood 
of grace that will fill the hearts of believers with love 
of Christ, and carry to unbelievers the gift that passeth 
understanding, the gift of faith! 
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Cardinal Hayes’ Jubilee Pastoral 


Beloved of the Clergy, of the Religious and of the 
Faithful: 


‘oa Holy Year of Jubilee which our beloved Pon- 
tiff Pope Pius XI, has solemnly proclaimed in 
the Eternal City, and which His Holiness inaugurated 
on Christmas Eve by the symbolic opening of the 
Porta Santa, the Holy Door, in the Basilica of St. 
Peter, dedicates the year 1925 as one of exceptional 
grace and pardon, rich “with spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ.” (Eph. 1-3). 

During the Holy Year the Church, moved by a very 
extraordinary spirit of mother-love towards her chil- 
dren dispersed throughout Christendom, lifts the gates 
of joy, mercy, pardon and reconciliation, especially for 
souls who labor and are heavily burdened with the 
world’s sin, sorrow and sordidness. The peace, the 
healing, and the refreshment which Christ alone 
promised and can give, will be superabundantly poured 
out on all who would seek to find, and who would 
knock to have opened to them, a stronger faith and a 
deeper love of the Saviour of mankind. 

The Supreme Pontift most appealingly and pater- 
nally calls on the entire Christian world tc turn to- 
wards Rome, the historic and divinely appointed 
center of Christendom, with its ancient and hallowed 
sanctuaries, temples, tombs and sacred places. There, 
is to be found the immovable Rock of Peter; the un- 
changeable Seat of Christ’s Vicar; the font of 
Christ’s doctrine ; the Supreme Shepherd of the Fold; 
the unfailing and unerring Watchman of the City of 
the Soul; and the Visible Head of our One, True, Holy 
and Apostolic Church—the Church of all nations and 
of all time. 

The spiritual power and undying fascination of the 
Eternal City will draw once more from far and near, 
from lands old and new, over seas and continents, 
along ancient highways and modern roads of travel, 
the Christian pilgrim, to swell the long line of the 
children of men who, throughout the centuries, have 
journeyed in heroic faith and ardent fervor, to pray 
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at the tomb of the Apostles and to reverence the liv- 
ing Chair of Apostolic authority in the person of 
Peter’s successor. What a sublime spectacle of the 
call of a supreme spiritual ideal! The horn of a God- 
ward jubilee sounds on the banks of the Tiber, and is 
heard around the world. In answer thereto, there 
steps forth from every station of life, the modern pil- 
grim of Christ, motivated by a lofty supernatural pur- 
pose and not a bit concerned with the judgment of 
a scoffing world. Will the lesson of this worldwide 
pilgrimage to the Vicar of Christ be lost on the temper 
of our age? 

Our Holy Father makes known the deep sorrow he 
feels for the evils of our times and expresses an over- 
flowing sympathy in Christ for unhappy and harassed 
humanity. His is not a solicitude for one people alone, 
but for all nations. None other than he in the whole 
world holds the exalted office and sacred relation of 
Supreme Father and Shepherd to the souls of men 
in every corner of the globe. This year of jubilee 
intones the Pontiff’s prayer, which is, that peace may 
prevail, not merely on the surface of international 
diplomacy, but in the very heart and spirit of all 
peoples; that the unity of the visible Church may be 
recognized and accepted by those who have gone out 
from the bosom of the one fold and the one shepherd ; 
and that the holy places, made sacred by the life and 
death of the Redeemer, may not suffer in the rever- 
ence, care, and protection due them. 

The Holy Year is intended to turn the world God- 
ward. This can only be done through Christ. God’s 
mercy, it is hoped, will flow in superabundance from 
the rich spiritual treasury of Mother Church upon our 
time, which stands so wofully in need of healing and 
saving. The Holy Year is the Church’s yearning for 
the reign of the peace of Christ among Christian 
nations ; the reign of the truth of Christ among Chris- 
tian Churches; and the reign of the love of Christ 
among all peoples to the uttermost bounds of the 


In order that “God may be all in all” (I Cor. XV. 
28), the Divine Plan is “to re-establish all things in 





CARDINAL HAYES’ JUBILEE PASTORAL 39 





Christ, that are in heaven and on earth.” (Eph. I-10). 
Christ is the standard for human society, for govern- 
ment and the governed, for education and commerce, 
for culture and progress, for religion and morality, for 
life and death. “Let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus” (Philip II-5). The mind of 
Christ is essentially and irrevocably one with the will 
of the Heavenly Father, and is opposed to the mind of 
Adam, who, assuming dominion over himself and be- 
coming a law unto himself, sought to be like God— 
not in God’s way, but through his own disobedience 
unto death. The new Adam, Christ, the God-Man, 
received universal dominion, as writes St. Paul: “God 
hath subjected all things under his feet and hath made 
him head over all the church.” (Eph. I-22). In Christ 
in Whom “dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
corporeally,” are to be found “all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. Beware lest any man cheat 
you by philosophy and vain deceit; according to the 
tradition of men, according to the elements of the 
world, and not according to Christ.” (Col. II-9-3-8). 


Measured by this standard of conformity with God’s 
holy law, our material and carnal age is in urgent need 
of turning back to God, through Christ, the Saviour 
of the world. Seriously minded men are gravely dis- 
turbed, and rightly so, with the modern trend away 
from God’s law, in the very essentials of social order 
and of the observance of the moral code in public and 
private life. The recognition of the Eternal Lawgiver 
as the primary source and supreme standard of justice 
and right, of law and order, cannot be too frequently 
emphasized. Otherwise lawlessness is inevitable ; and 
nations and individuals alike perish when they be- 
come the outlawed of God. St. Augustine prayed: 
“Lord, arrest the course of my passions, and the 
breaking out of my lawlessness.” Satan, himself 
outlawed of Heaven, seeks unceasingly to stir man to 
revolt against the law of God, in order to prepare for 
the rule of “the wicked one, who,” as St. Paul puts 
it, “opposeth, and is lifted up above all that is called 
God. . . . Shewing himself as if he were God.” (2 Thess, 
II-4). Of this “wicked one” the outstanding charac- 
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teristic is his lawlessness. Today, the claim of the 
new personal freedom, namely, to think and to do as 
one wills, unrestrained by standards of right and 
wrong, of law and order, bears a striking likeness to 
Lucifer’s “I will not serve,” and to Adam’s “I will be 
my own god, knowing good and evil.” Such a spirit of 
lawlessness in the individual cannot fail to produce 
an unhealthy reaction on society in general 

May we ail, old and young, sanctify the Holy Year 
by an increased fervor in our attachment to the faith, 
by keeping ourselves “unspotted from this world”; 
and whether we journey to Rome or remain at home, 
may we profit by the richness of Christ’s power 
granted to His Church and to His Vicar, our beloved 
Holy Father. ‘ 

Praying for all the blessing of the Holy Year, I am, 
“the shepherd and bishop of your souls.” 


Faithfully in Christ, 
Patrick CARDINAL HAyYEs, 
Archbishop of New York. 








